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85th Anniversary of the siege of Tobruk
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Misesweekerdd had eventually arrived! People were
gathering in Sydney to attend the 85th Anniversary

ar t hafthe Siege of Tobruk. At last all the work behind

the scenes was coming together.

Decorations for all aspects of the weekend were
boxed up and travelling long distances; from South
Australia, Tasmania, Queensland.

Special projects, merchandise and memorabilia were

packed in vehicles to be transported to Sydney.

The Anniversary book was trucked from Adelaide
where it was printed, to Five Dock RSL, Sydney,

Kmi readyotm be packed for preorder deliveries and
. others packed ready to hand out at the launch.
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' those talking at the Reunion, to present various
. items to attendees, nervously reviewed their

speeches and notes... often! Checking they had
o everything they needed, several times.

Behind the scenes, organisers dealt with last minute

i ¢hgnges, sadly a few people pulled out of attending

1 (Iiute gosthe fuel crisis and prices, so things were
changed for that. All problems were sorted calmly

'~ and with big smiles from the organisers!

Many people had accommodation near Five Dock
| RSL and were pleased to catch up with other
! Descendants staying at the same place.

| ﬁnedrjust where do you start to write about the 85th
Armiversary Reunion weekend held over 10 to 12
April 2026, at Five Dock RSL, Sydney, NSW?

® Whatan amazing weekend!

From the end of the 80th anniversary Reunion, ideas
¢ Were in the melting pot, roaming around in our

C geads, with founders of DOTROTA, researchers and

r coramittee and many other helpers, eventually

" bringing it all together for this weekend.

s This story cannot be written without acknowledging
the amazing dedication of Betty Murphy,
descendant of Joseph Oakley, QX4796, 2/13th Field
SIQ)\'E,taHd her daughter Sarah Maas, and son Travis
K®rphy and the work done behind the scenes.

p Wighout them, this event would not have taken

place. They are part of a wider group of helpers,

researchers and descendants of the Rats of Tobruk,
who are determined to keep the name of the Rats of
Tobruk alive. Much preparation took place to bring
this event to fruition and helpers gathered at Five

" Dock RSL to set up the site.

Amongst those who helped on Thursday 9
April, before the launch, organise the books
for delivery for the pre-ordered ones, were
Bruce and Carolyn Quinn, Anne and Philip
Traynor, Brendan and Michelle McEvoy, Val
Collins and Sue Trewartha.

Each book was wrapped in brown paper,
reminiscent of the old days, and tied with
string. DOTROTA stickers were put on each
one. Yards of brown paper, tape and string
cut and disposed of, wrapping and tying each
book, then they were packed, addressed and
checked ready to be posted next morning.

Martin and Claire Forsyth and Peter Collins
came along and soon the orders with more
than one book to be dispatched, were
organised and put into piles ready to be
addressed by Sue and Michelle.

It was a huge job, with books going every
direction and in various piles on various
tables! Each person with their specific job, and
no one dared move something if it wasn't
their responsibility!

This huge pile of ordered books were posted
Friday morning. Within four days many books
had already arrived at their destination — well
done
Australia
Post! Many

4 more books
have been
posted since
the Reunion.
Our first

| print run

| was sold out
| in less than

85th
Anniversary
Book ready
for posting
on Friday 9
April 2026.
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Trewartha

Programme of Events
Friday, 10 April 2026

Meet and Greet session

7.00pm Auditorium

Meet and Greet session

85th Commemorative Book Launch at Five Dock RSL
(Drinks and Dinner at own expense before launch.)

Saturday, 11 April 2026

Get together

1.00pm to 3.00pm

Five Dock RSL Sports Bar

(Drinks and Lunch at own expense)

Special presentation by Researcher, Ray Windlow, focusing
on Descendants of the Rats of Tobruk Association research
activities and the work they do, with updates on projects
including Digital Museum and Grave Mapping initiatives.
Presentation by Chris Kelly POW

Remembrance Dinner

6.00pm_Auditorium

Sneak preview of 85th Anniversary Project

Presentation by researcher Ray Windlow focusing on
association research activities.

Opportunity to mingle, reconnect, share stories

and memorabilia.

®| (Drinks at own expense.)

Contact:

PO Box 3389
Victoria Point West
Qld 4165 Australia
Email: dotrota41@gmail.com

Sunday, 12th April 2026
Commemorative Service

11.00am Five Dock War Memorial

Crn Park and First Avenue, Sydney.

Dedication of the relocated NSW Rats of Tobruk Memorial
Planting of a Tobruk Fig Tree

Unveiling of the 85th Anniversary Project

Renowned violinist Rachael Bostock

Farewell Sunday after Service

Following the service, a light lunch will be provided at Five
Dock RSL. Auditorium.

(Drinks at own expense)

cd cd cd
GETTING ORGANISED!

| Our helpers, volunteers and organisers were soon

into getting things ready for the descendants
coming from far and wide, descending on Sydney.
Amongst the hustle and bustle of the preparation on
Thursday and Friday, were Martin, Peter and Kevin
with Kaye Ross and Robyn Moody carefully watching
and instructing, gathering the empty book boxes
and stuffing them into the hessian sandbags and
tying them up so they could be used on the stage to
represent sandbags around the Rat’s doovers.

85th Anniversary of the siege of Tobruk

For the launch of the book at Five Dock RSL
on 10 April, at 7pm, a group of helpers set up
a table of memorabilia, with the book on
display. Simple table decorations included
hessian as a tablecloth, soldier’s uniform,
rocks depicting the desert terrain, a Bofors
bullet shell, soldier's helmet, poppies and a
small sprig of rosemary fallen off a bush a few
days earlier on Anzac Parade, Canberra.

Behind the display was a beautiful handmade
backdrop, made by Kaye Ross, Tasmania, a
huge job, so well designed and made, words
could not describe the time and effort that
went into it. Kaye's fabric panel is loosely
based on the map of Tobruk given to her by
Gordon, “Don” Rogers, QX10148, and features
beautiful collages of photos of different
places, people and activities during the Siege.

Kaye made a beautiful, poignant diorama of
knitted soldiers, sailors, nurses and airmen
along with an amazing display of miniature
items she made, all transported from
Tasmania; it was another highlight of the
weekend. She and friend, Robyn Moody,
secretary of George Town RSL, Tasmania,
spent a lot of time setting it all up along the
front of the stage. Others who helped Kaye
with the knitted soldiers were Lois Ralph,
Vonda Grace, Kathaleen Puckey, Virginia
Whitehorse; Greg Lions cut the timber for the
memorial, a copy of the original Tobruk
Memorial. Thank you to George Town RSL for
use of their rooms. These items on display
were for sale after the event.

On Thursday and Friday, Betty Murphy and
her trusty helpers set up tables in the foyer to
display historical items and memorabilia.
There was also a wide range of Anniversary
merchandise available.

Some talented ladies had handmade crafts;
knitted and crocheted rats; book marks, door
stops rat toys and there was some beaded
suncatchers. Thank you to Heather Green,
Kam Wheeler, Judy Crosswell, Val Collins,
Julianne Hein, Sarah Maas, Carol Smith and
Sue Trewartha for the great work they did.

Page ?__ :J




2]

Memorabilia

Ra& Tal es Vq I 3 Alorgwith thbse items, a wide range of stubby holders,
; pens, notepads, badges, key rings, magnets, DOTROTA

Edi tSoure: Tr e V13 r t hstickers, shirts and other memorabilia, were on sale over

Chr i s AMkheel I&ye n . the whole weekend.

An amazing display was created to mark the 80th
| anniversary by Sarah Maas, and several helpers, a work
taking over 12 months to create. These handcut card
stock dog tags, each individually numbered and named,
strung and arranged in alphabetical order, hung from a
frame, representing a soldier involved in the Siege, were
again on display for this 85th Reunion. It created a lot of
interest as people looked for their Rat’'s name. The
careful, handmade process emphasizes remembrance
and human connection.

Another job behind the scenes that Sarah Maas did was
4 to produce the handbook for those attending the event.
The 44 page A5 booklet contains a story of Tobruk
history compiled by Matt McHugh, a OOB (Order of
Battle) prepared by Deb Goodwin, listing units that were
at Tobruk during the siege) various interesting pieces of
interest including the programme for the weekend, and
stories about things happening; a story about the Banjo,
(see other part of newsletter about this); the Owen Gun
Story; and a story about chocolates ordered 85 years
ago; cheese; Thomas Gard; founder of the Rats of Tobruk
Assoc, NSW, in 1944; and other fascinating snippets.
This booklet was distributed to those attending the
Official Dinner, placed in the gift bag for each person. It
was quite interesting watching a troop of helpers
putting the various gifts into the numerous bags needed
and watching as the line up of bags were placed in piles
around the room and then moving the bags to be stored
ready to go on each chair. If you were not in that “troop”,
you were not permitted to touch or shift or help in
anyway, lest the “bucket brigade” of gifts were
disrupted!
A gift given to DOTROTA, made by the men from the
Yankalilla Men’s Shed in SA, were 200 Rats of Tobruk
magnets, placed into the gift bag. Thanks to Don and
| Hanna Law for design and organizing this donation.
See photo of wooden magnets and other memorabilia

5 R 71 given out at the Reunion
| on the right.
- | DOTROTA name lanyards
* il had a tribute photo of
. |your Rat on the back

May 2026

Contact:

PO Box 3389

Victoria Point West

Qld 4165 Australia

Email: dotrota41@gmail.com

Descendants of the Rats of Tobruk Australia Association Inc

Another of Sarah’s
masterpieces, a
diamond dot
DOTROTA badge.
Below is Betty’s
handmade
Butterfly won by
Tricia Price.

Notebook and pen, RAT air
fresheners, bullet pens, bottle
openers, Rat stubbie holders,

Rat magnets,
bookmarks
designed by
Sue Trewartha
for the launch
of the book,
and printed
and laminated
by Ceduna
Area School
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The empty chair and no surrender rose

Ra& Tal es Val AnEmptydifair,5ymbolising and honouring those
missing, killed in action or no longer with us, was adorned

§ "with 3faék3t,abelt and slouch hat, with a single white rose
on the seat. Boots and helmet sat underneath the chair.

Editor: Sue
Chr i s filkheel I&e n .

M 2026
2 y, . b This is the poem displayed at The Empty Chair.

The Empty Chair
Tonight we see an empty chair and feel the weight

of absence.
This chair stands empty, but the room is not.
Their presence is felt in the very air we breathe
in our shared heritage, in our memories,
and in the profound gratitude of every person here.
The long line of the Rats of Tobruk has passed from the
living world, but they are woven into our memories,
held in our hearts.
Through the stories we tell and the pages we open tonight,
we remember the bravery and courage they found under fire;
the endurance that sustained them through the desert’s
unimaginable hardships,
and their fierce love for home and family.
We remember their endurance in the heat
and bravery in the dark.
We remember the unbreakable bond of mateship that
defined them and their steady courage under fire.
Their bravery and sacrifice will never be forgotten.
We remember the men who endured the unimaginable for
the families they loved and the country they held so dear.
Though they have marched out of sight, they
remain here,
we feel them tonight — in our memories, in our hearts,
and in the minds of all who know their story.
Although the last of them has found rest and gone
from sight
their spirit remains on guard and forever in our hearts.

Forever honoured.

Forever remembered.
Safe in history now.

We Will Remember Them.

PO Box 3389
Victoria Point West
Qld 4165 Australia

Contact: |
Email: dotrota41@gmail.com i

No Surrender Rose: It is a few years now since
Betty Murphy and the late Gordon Wallace
worked with Treloar Roses, in Victoria, to create
a rose called “No Surrender.”

This rose is described by Treloar Roses as “an
extremely tough and disease resistant rose,
with an almost evergreen habit. The dark green
leaves frame masses of nostalgic English style
blooms in purple red with a gold reverse. This
variety is a wonderful choice for en masse
plantings in parks and open spaces or as a
making a striking feature in any garden.
Growth to Tm. It was awarded Silver Medal at
the 2020 Australian National Rose Trial Garden
Awards! The “No Surrender” Rose has been
named to commemorate the 80th anniversary
of The Siege of Tobruk in April 2021. Treloar
Roses will donate $2 from the sale of each rose
to the Descendants of The Rats of Tobruk
Australia Association Inc to help fund various
veteran related projects.

The beautiful blood red and sandy gold rose
was to be planted in each state in Australia,
exactly a year before the 80th anniversary, to
have the roses blooming and Official Plaques
laid for that occasion. But COVID19 put a stop
to that and we could not gather at that time.
But from June to August 2020, as each state’s
restrictions eased, finally 14 “No Surrender”
Roses were planted at 14 locations across all
states and territories. DVA funding enabled
DOTROTA to ensure lasting memorial plaques
were in place to remind us of the service and
sacrifice of our Rats of Tobruk and Avalon
Memorial created a plaque for each state.

%’ S OSIPS] | ¢ S m
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Thank you to Brendan
McEvoy for advice and for
reading the transcript
from Lieut Lance Heffron’s
diary at the start of the
launch of the book.

It was fitting for him to
read this entry, as
Brendan’s father was in
the same unit as Lance,
making us wonder if they
knew each other.

Contact:

PO Box 3389
Victoria Point West
Qld 4165 Australia
Email: dotrota41@gmail.com |
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book was launched at the Meet and Greet, 10 April 2026

TT QBt4ird & the Five Dock RSL, Sydney.

What to do after the 80th anniversary handbook
containing 18 stories from living Rats at the time?? What
can we do this time? Sadly, for our 85th Anniversary,
there are no known Rats still living. What can we do to
honour them? Sue Trewartha suggested asking our
descendants to write in with their Rat’s story and put
into an A5 booklet, thinking we would be lucky to get
30 or 40 stories or perhaps 50.

It took no time for that many stories to come in and we
decided to make it an A4 book, one story to a page, in
alphabetical surname order.

30 or 40 stories now turned into 273 stories, some on
one page, a few two or three stories to a page for those
who didn’t have as much to share, and a few with two
pages for their story. Writing it down like this, makes it
all seem easy, but the reality was that the Descendants
stories, telling us in their words what they wanted us to
know, being restricted to about 850 words and 3 to 6
photos per page, and then placing in the book, adding
photos, setting up a place for poetry written by our Rats
and getting the back cover sorted out, and of course,
continual editing, took some time. Attempting to get
funding for this book (but DVA deemed it not
significant) was a further thing to do. Sue Trewartha’s
local Ceduna Foreshore Hotel, a community owned
business, was very interested in the 23 local men, Rats
of Tobruk, who went to War, and helped support this
venture. Numerous people helped with typing up some
handwritten or newspaper copies;

Descendants of the Rats of Tobruk Australia Association Inc
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Huge thanks to Erica
Bodger for the back
cover painting. Erica is
Sue’s sister and when
asked if she did
“commissioned work...
for nothing,”... replied...
“Looks like | do now!”

P

Deb Goodwin, Marie Hughes,
Naomi Abbott, Carol Smith, for
typing and editing, Kaye Lee, Di
Barrie and Jill Douglas,
researchers for their town or unit,
submitting stories and Frank
Davies family, England, for various
photos. :

"oy Sholl Gans G Remembered”
L Lo Jon Jon

A long year of
working on
organising and
editing these stories,
saw this publication
come into being,
printed in SA,
trucked to Sydney
ready for the launch
night 10 April 2026.

Everyone
gathered
). | upstairs for
;:f a Meetand
Ml session,
and at
7pm, Sue
Trewartha,
daughter in law of Sydney Arthur, Art,
Trewartha, SX11220, 2/43', editor, at last
revealed the name of the book, kept under
wraps for the whole time.

Words from Lieut Lance Heffron, SX11171,
2/48th Bn, determined the name of the book.
On the night, Brendan McEvoy, son of
Laurence Henry “Bill” McEvoy, SX11122, also
2/48 Bn, read from Lieut Heffron’s diary.

“My Most Miserable Hour".

Lieutenant Lance Howard Heffron, SX11171,
2/48th Battalion, on 12 November 1941, wrote
in his diary:

“I left a few men in Libya in their last resting
places. | managed to visit the Cemetery before |
left. | never spent a more miserable hour | can
assure you and it was hard to leave them there,
but | know they shall ever be remembered.”
Lance Heffron, born in Adelaide on 25 Jun 1915,
arrived in the Middle East on 23 March 1941, did
desert training, was ill in hospital with sandfly
fever before being Taken On Strength to the
2/48t Battalion in May 1941. Sadly, he was Killed
In Action on 22 July 1942, buried at El Alamein.”

} pXp
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Lieut lance heffron

Suesplaeed a copy of the book on the Empty Chair
before explaining the name of the book. Several

T r e wpeaopla have asked for a copy of the speech.

“The Promise Kept.

"In the heat and dust of 1941, a soldier stood among
the fresh graves of the Tobruk Cemetery, amongst the
white crosses, and made a promise to the dead. He was
tired, he was grieving, and he was a long way from
home. That man was Lance Howard Heffron, SX11171.
On 12 November 1941, he sat down and wrote in his
diary that he had “never spent a more miserable hour.”
He looked at the wooden crosses of his mates and felt
the crushing weight of their absence. But in that dark
moment, he reached for a pen and made a defiant
promise. He wrote: “They shall ever be remembered.”
And as soon as | read those words very early when | was
collecting stories... | knew that was going to be the
title of the book.

Heffron didn’t know then that he only had seven
months to live. He didn’t know that his own name
would soon be carved into a cross just like the ones he
was looking at.

For well over eighty years, those words sat in the quiet
pages of a diary. But words like that don't stay silent
forever. To Heffron, that “miserable hour” in the

”
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